Pro Bono Entry - Celebration of Miracles Event Promotion /i
Friends of NICU, November 14, 2009 !
2010 MarCom Awards Platinum Award Winner
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Background
The Friends of NICU is a volunteer,-ftprofit organization dedicated to families w
who have children in the Neonatal Intensive Care Units (NICU) of Mercy Hospitals
the Sacramento area. Our group helps families in a difficult, difficult tHod
provides parents witlgas cardshelp with lodgingand food vouchersand other measures of support
These are smallut greatly appreciated gestures at a time when nothing else seems to matter beside
the health and comfort of baby.

Friends of NICU is arélct affiliate of the Mercy Hospital Foundation,
which provides administrative support as a 501(C)3 organization. As
such, onehundred percent of contributions directly benefit the
families. This also means that contributions to the Friends of NICU
eventsreceive recognition for this effort and through the larger
Mercy Hospital Foundation.

Challenge FRIENDS OF NICUV
FON had been in existence since March 2007. The group, headed by =~ CELEBRATION
a couple from Folsom, had no experience with heading up such an OFHMINACLES
organization but, they had at of heart and a great desire to help Dinner, Dancing,
other families. They had held two small fundraising events and other Silent Auction
miscellaneous activities-ghirt sales, raffles, etc.) with small success.
In July 2009, the founders pulled together a group of friends and 600 pom. ~ 11100 pan
NICU @rents to help with a dinner event that they hoped would s

Lake Natoma Inn

raise $10,000 for the foundation. 702 Gold Lake Drive
Folsom, CA

November |4, 2009

There was no money to promote the event, no primary sponsor, no
framework for how to secure sponsorships or sell tickets. One of the
volunteers, had experience agablic relations consultant and had a
daughter who was born at 26 weeks and spent a considerable
amount of time in the Mercy San Juan Hospital NICU. With this
commitment she developed and engaged in a campaign that raised
the profile of the event, securetthe title sponsor and established the
groundwork for all other elements to fall into place.

www.FriendsofNICU.com



Event

On November 14, 2009, Friends of NICU hosted:tliebration of Miracles to raise funds and

recognize the amazing effort of the Neonatal Intensive Caredthdfif and volunteers. The evening took
place at the Lake Natoma Inn in Folsom and included dinner, dancing andasiimg in a beautifully
decorated ballroom. A silent auction and live auction raised additional money. A special evening
program celebratd the miracles that take place in our community every day, miracles made possible by
the so many wonderful people.

Promotions:

A promotional campaign was pulled together a mere three months before the event and relied on one
individual to strategize andxecute. There was no money available to pay for news releases,
advertisements or staff time. All printing would have to be donated.

The primary plan was to secure a media sponsor who could give any major sponsors some visibility.
While we anticipatedhiat companies would be willing to donate to the event purely for charitable
reasons, it would certainly help if we could give our major sponsors some visibility in their target market.
Gold Country MedigGCM)was our most likely candidate and graciousiyesed to givaup to six
advertisements in three area newspapers to promote the event and our sponsors. GCM also agreed to
place a news article as a % page spread which gave additional visibility to the event and the title
sponsor.

Once the title sponsor as secured, ECO:LOGIC Engineering, other smaller sponsorships were much
easier to bring in. All sponsorships, regardless of size were treatedjmeithh respect and appreciation
in the hopeghat they would choose to sponsor future events, perhaps at aangveater level.

New releases and media advisories were emailed to local media outlets and distributed via PitchEngine.
PitchEngine gives a free-8ay posting with attached multimedia and is idea for viral promotion of
events and products.

Numerous local magazines, newspapers, radio stations, TV news stations and parenting publications
were sent calendar announcements and PSAs. Some placed the information and one magazine placed a
PSA.

Post event promotions included a news release listimggprimary sponsors and a letter to the editor of
GCM thanking them for their significant assistance. All donors received small giftsyhitied notes
and personal visits from the event founder and promotional chair.



Budget Detail and Donated Items/Services

Donatedltem or Service

Donor

Note

Logo Design, template for ads
and website

Robert David Bretz

via relationship with J Harrison
Public Relations Group

Ticket Printing

Minuteman Press of Austin

Brokered via Robert David Bret

AdvertisingSpace in GCM papel

Gold Country Media

via relationship with J Harrison
Public Relations Group

Design of Ads for GCM

Robert David Bretz

via relationship with J Harrison
Public Relations Group

Post event news release on
BusinessWire

J Harrison PubliRelations Group
paid wire fee

Program printing

Mercy Foundation

Secured by FON founders

Event signage

Mercy Foundation

Secured by FON founders

Misc calendar announcements
and PSAs

Various parenting publications
and Sacramento magazine

Secured by J Hason Public
Relations Group

Public relations and publicity

J Harrison Public Relations Gro

Thankyou gifts for donors

FON tshirts, wine sponsors, titlg

sponsor




Gold Country Media Coverage
October 14, 2009: 15 ci advertisement and Y2 pagelLl2 Yy a2 NBR | RO S
sponsor

e Folsom Telegraph

e El Dorado Hills Telegraph

NG2NRAFf €& gAGK

October 14, 2009: 15 ci advertisement ECO:LOGIC

¢ Roseville Press Tribune Cormrmat Nrmaringy
October 21, 2009: 15 ci advertisement el il

e Folsom Telegraph o e f::

e El Dorado Hills Telegraph ey O 2

e Roseville Press Tribune ot 143008 A5 - 10500 otk
October 28, 2009: 15 ci advertisement ";:L,::'::T:\,‘:C,a‘”;"’ O, fooy Crage

e Folsom Telegraph )

e El Dorado Hills Telegraph '

e Roseville Press Tribune e i iy i \ il Tow Tt

November 11, 2009: 15 ci advertisement
e Folsom Telegraph
e El Dorado Hills Telegraph
e Roseville Press Tribune

November 18, 208 15 ci advertisement
e Folsom Telegraph
e El Dorado Hills Telegraph
e Roseville Press Tribune

November 25, 2009: Letter to the editor
¢ Folsom Telegraph

*note: ad designed in color placed ran in B&W in the newspapers. See samples.



Calendar Announcements in Area Magazines
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Post-event News Release on BusinessWire
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News release pick-up

Dozens on news websites took the
release from the BusinessWire feed.
This helped to raise visibility of FON and
will help secure future sponsors when
they see the visibility given to the 2009
event sponsors.




Event Website

Criebration of Mirackes
Novessber 14, 2000 Saturday
Lake Netoma i

T2 Gold Lakes Drve, Folsom, CA
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Event Photographs
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